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Intolerance not an Islamic Trait
April 17, 2009
Printed in Finger Lakes Times
Anees Ahmad - Waterloo, NY

   A gentleman recently informed me that while Muslims request 

Americans to attempt to understand Islam, they do not 

return the gesture in kind. He further noted that while 

the Qur'an declares “there is no compulsion in 

religion” (2:257) and American-Muslims passionately 

hold on to the rights the 1st Amendment affords them, 

there is little, if any, Muslim outcry towards the unjust 

persecution of non-Muslim minorities in Muslim 

countries.

   Many Muslims, regrettably, do exhibit apathy towards 

non-Muslim’s persecution. As common sense dictates, 

and the Qur’an (2:192) condemns persecution and declares 

(22:41) the protection of churches and synagogues a religious 

duty, I consider silence on the issue deplorable and have actively 

voiced my dissent on the matter.

   I would, however, respectfully disagree that the entire 

Muslim world suffers from a severe lack of pluralism 

and tolerance. Sects such as the worldwide Ahmadiyya 

Muslim Community (AMC) have always spoken out 

against such injustice – members oftentimes losing 

their lives in the process. For example, my uncle and 

grandfather were murdered in Pakistan, in part 

because they cherished these ideals (their assailants 

remain free to this day). In addition, AMC has long held a 

‘Religious Founders Day’ to encourage religious literacy and 

dialogue between members of all faiths. .       Continued on page 2

First Read – Dreams of Jinnah
Printed in Paksitan Daily
April 21, 2009
Qamar Ahmad - Atlanta, GA

     "You may belong to any religion or caste or creed; that has 

nothing to do with the business of the State."

    Founder of Pakistan, Muhammad Ali Jinnah 

stated the above as part of his Presidential address 

to the Constituent assembly of Pakistan 3 days 

before Pakistan's creation. Jinnah saw religio-ethnic 

discrimination coupled with mingling of church and 

state as the biggest barriers to Pakistan's stability 

and progress.

        How prophetic!

        61 years later, Pakistan's federal and provincial 

governments are continuing to meddle with religion 

for political gains. On April 11th, Tuhafzai Khatmai 

Nubawat hosted conference in Badshahi Mosque in 

Lahore under the sponsorship of Punjab Government. Before and 

during the conference, the organizers and speakers provoked 

hatred against Ahmadies. This conference and other such recent 

gatherings in Multan and Faisalabad under the blessing of Punjab 

government are a shocking development. Even Government 

Intelligence agencies have reported a rise in anti-

Ahmadiyya violence in Punjab.

       We urge Punjab Government to steer clear of 

dirty politics. Democracy is desirable in its own right. 

Pakistan deserves better!

       "If you change your past and work together in a 

spirit that everyone of you, no matter to what 

community he belongs, no matter what relations he 

had with you in the past, no matter what is his 

colour, caste or creed, is first, second and last a 

citizen of this State with equal rights, privileges, and 

obligations, there will be on end to the progress you 

will make." -Muhammad Ali Jinnah

See original article here.
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Furthermore, the Muslim world is as diverse 

as it is prevalent, spanning across fifty-seven 

nations, from South America to Southeast 

Asia. Of its two major religious institutions, 

Egypt’s Coptic Orthodox Church has stood 

since the 1st century. Turkey prides itself on 

being a secular republic – 

a fact even the European 

Union admits. Lebanon is 

a p a r l i a m e n t a r y 

democratic republic, with 

c o n f e s s i o n a l i s m i t s 

p o l i t i c a l d o c t r i n e . 

Lebanese confessionalism 

mandates the political 

representation of eighteen 

r e c o g n i z e d r e l i g i o u s 

groups, of which only four 

are Muslim. Moreover, the Lebanese 

president must be a Maronite Christian. Its 

unicameral legislature equally divides 128 

seats between Muslims and Christians. 

Overall, there are more than forty Muslim 

republics that constitutionally declare religious 

freedom a fundamental right. Many of these 

countries categorically outlaw the formation of 

re l i g ious l y mot i va ted 

polit ical parties while 

permitting every other 

po l i t i ca l movement ’ s 

legitimacy. Also, nearly 

thirty of these countries 

h o s t f o r e i g n a n d 

international universities.

     More importantly, the 

reader must hold fast to 

the following principle: if 

Islam is worthy of criticism, it must be proved 

through the act ions of i ts founder , 

Muhammad. Followers of every faith, or lack 

thereof, have been guilty of injustice since 

antiquity. Do the actions of Jewish Sicarii or 

Irgun, the Ku Klux Klan or Spanish 

Conquistadors, or the neo-darwinists 

represent all that Judaism, Christianity, or 

evolutionary science has to 

offer? Rogue factions can 

never represent an entire 

ideology.

   Furthermore, orientalists admit that 

Prophet Muhammad fashioned a secular and 

p l u r a l i s t i c s t a t e , 

guaranteeing all non-

Muslims every human 

right. The same was the 

case with the rule of his 

four succeeding caliphs, 

who ruled over one of 

history’s most expansive 

and orderly empires’. The 

Abbassid and Ottomon 

empires also lay claim to 

fashioning a just and 

pluralistic society. One can also refer to my 

1/30/09 piece which touches upon Islam’s 

passionate support of pluralism.

  Still, the question remains why some 

Muslims are intolerant? The reader need only 

study American society’s evolution to 

understand that progressive values do not 

immediately materialize. For the vast majority 

o f I s l a m ’ s h i s t o r y 

persecution of minorities, 

denial of fundamental 

liberties and terrorism 

were alien concepts. As 

every ideology, religious 

or secular, suffers a dark 

age, so too is Islam 

suffering from that ill 

today. The path towards 

democratization in the 

Muslim world is detailed and complex and I 

cannot touch upon the subject here – 

perhaps in another article.

   Suffice it to say that deplorable Muslim 

behavior is just that – Muslim behavior, not 

Islamic behavior.

For the vast majority of 

Islam’s history persecution 

of minorities, denial of 

fundamental liberties and 

terror ism were a l i en 

concepts.
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