Hazur’s Germany Address to Atfal on their National Ijtema

Huzuraba said on the request of the head (Sadr) of Khuddham-ul-Ahmadiyya Germay I am here for the first time to directly speak to you Atfal-ul-Ahmadiyya Germany at the ijtema, as I recall.

Aftal-ul-Ahmadiyya is that branch of our Ahmadiyya community on which our future rest. Today’s children are tomorrow’s adults, who will lead the country. Thus, when Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IIra  (Hadhrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmood Ahmad (ra)) was making different auxiliaries, he made an auxiliary under Khuddam-ul-Ahmadiyya for small boys known as Aftal-ul-Ahmadiyya. It is further divided into Mayar-e-Saghir for 7 to 12 years old boys and Mayar-e-Kabir and 12 to 15 years old boys, and eventually Khuddham-ul-Ahmadiyya. Aftal-ul-Ahmadiyya is a very important branch. When Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IIra was making these branches, he had in his mind that every member men or women young and old should become sufficient enough to uphold their responsibilities of the community. Thus, he or she fulfills their duties towards the community. By the Grace of Allah, many of the boys older then 10 to 12 years are wise, and they understand what is good for them and what is bad, they can understand their responsibilities. Education given now-a-days in schools have enlightened many. So understand that it is you who have to take up the duties of Ahmadiyya community in future.

You just heard a poem by Hadhrat Promsied Messahas saying that “we kept on working however we could but in your time is when the lack of effort brought sham”. Our elders have passed away and the present generation will pass away.   So the productive nations and communities do not stop where the previous generation left rather they move forward.  But they can not move forward until the kids realize their responsibilities. A 12, 13 years old boy does not realize that he has a purpose. You who are just children now I see in your faces tomorrow’s leaders, who will take up the duties of the community in future in a more productive manner (InshAllah), so learn your importance. Remember that every child of the Ahmadiyya community is not born without a purpose. Allah the Almight has made every human with a purpose. Thus, the most important purpose of our existence is becoming a good human and worshipping and being grateful to Allah the Almighty. Thus, when you will realize this you will be able to fulfill your role towards the success of the community and the country in future. 

Often many 10 to 14 years old boys come to mosque and participate in activities regularly. But as they reach 15 or 16 years of age some of their parents write to me that their kids have stopped offering the daily prayers, attending mosque, and listening to them due to the influence of their new friends. But you should remember this that if you do not follow the righteous behavior how will you take up the duties and leadership of Ahmadiyya community in future.  So, 10 to 12 years old boys who are wise especially 15 year old boys who are about to enter Khuddam-ul-Ahmadiyya should remember that their preference should not suddenly change, you should still have a strong relationship with the Ahmadiyya community, Aftal-ul-Ahmadiyya, and family in such manner that one should see the difference between an Ahmadi boy and non-Ahmadi boy.

I have kept on acquiring that many of the kids watch too much TV and use internet. Do watch good cartoons on the TV but for an hour or half an hour in a timely manner. Not like that you start watching TV on the weekend from morning until evening and from evening to 12 at night. While your parents are telling you to do your chores or eat but you are continuously watching TV, as if you have a craze as a term they use in English. Similarly many 14 to 15 years old boys start using internet while some of their parents did not fully secure the internet, as a result the kids go on wrong websites and thus they sabotage all their upbringing by the parents and the community. So when grown ups tells you something it is for your benefit and not to harm you. Do not think that in this country you have a freedom so you can do whatever you want. Thinking that you are all grown up 14 or 15 years old and more educated than your parents. Although, in this age many of your parents are educated, even then teenagers think that they are more intelligent than everyone else. But an intelligent person is he who listen to others advises. In fact, researches have showed that an excessive use of TV and internet damages the eye site and the brain cells. In fact in some cases it destroys all of the brain activity. So if someone stops you from something then you should stop. When you sit on internet go on good websites to gain knowledge such as encyclopedia, but not on every website. I am saying this for 14 years old or older kids. Small kids should not use internet.

Now a days, I also hear that many kids want cell phone starting from as young as 10 years of age. Are you doing some kind of business? What kind of work are you doing that you need the cell phone minute after minute. If you ask them why they need the cell phone? They say to keep in touch with the parents. If your parents do not find a need to contact you then you should not either. From this cell phone many kids get into bad habits. Many wrong people can contact you and get you started on bad habits and activities. That’s why the cell phone is dangerous especially for young kids. I have said this before that do watch TV but good programs and stay away from bad programs. Parents who are listening should have locked the bad and vulgar channels, and if ever something wrong comes up they should immediately change the channel, only in this way you can up bring a good Ahmadi child. Otherwise their will be no difference between you and the other kids.

World should see a difference between an Ahmadi kid that they have good manners and high virtues. Like when they meet and greet with Salam, and show meekness in front of elders and also listen to them. I have visited few schools here and it is good that I have acquired from teachers and administration that Ahmadi kids are comparably good in manners and grades from other kids. You should keep up with this good behavior otherwise there is no good in you being an Ahmadi.  The world is observing you, so do not think that no one watches you. The administration and teachers outlook for children with good behavior and grades thus they will help those good kids, and their help will prove to be beneficial for your academics. Many of you who have adopted this good behavior keep it up, so your school heads continue to see your good behavior. By the Grace of Allah, I have seen many boys show interest in education but not more than girls.  Remember that men have to fulfill more responsibilities towards the community and the country, so work harder than girls.  Why is it that the girls are more successful in education than boys? Because girls stay home and study, while most of the time boys are playing outside. Especially when you are 14 you think you are smart thus you can do whatever you want.  If you start playing Football you play all day long or start watching TV you will watch for the entire day. Do give time to everything. You should play Football or other sports you like because it is good for your health. I have specifically mentioned Football here because it is very popular here, so play sports for few hours in evening or in school. Watch educational programs on TV in a timely manner because it will increase your knowledge. Avoid sitting on internet because most of the sites are useless, but when you do sit on internet go to educational sites and always let your parents know what you are watching. As I have said things like cell phones for kids are wrong and parents should not allow these kinds of things for kids. 

Always remember that you should have balance in the things I have mentioned, going to either extreme is wrong. Only when you have a balance in these things you live better and grow up to be a good human. That’s the human being that the Ahmadiyya communtiy needs. Always remember that you are Ahmadi kids and you need to excel in every field. You need to prove that you are better in every field compared to other kids. Every Ahmadi kid should get high grades in school and should work hard in their studies. Do not let problems at home interfere with your education. Always stay focused in your studies.

Another problem is that one gets involved in at a very young age is lying during jokes. Some times elders do not realize this that their kids are picking this up from them. Thus, they start telling a lye or saying wrong things even if that thing is not the way they are saying it. This is how kids make a habit of lying. Ahmadi kids should not lie at all.

As I have said respecting your parents is very important. Allah the Almighty has commanded us to respect our parents, be kind to them, and pray for them. So be grateful to your parents who took care of you when you were little and are still taking care of you by working hard to provide for your necessities such as your food, education and clothing. A 10, 12 years old boys are wise, especially 14 and 15 years old Atfal should definitely realize that its their parent’s favor to them that how they are taking care of them spending for there necessities such as education expenses. Allah the Almighty has said that you can never repay your parents but always be kind and grateful to them, thus always pray for them that oh Allah be merciful to them the way they are to me. By this prayer you will learn to respect your parents and Allah will be pleased with you and thus will enable you to become even a better human.

Another important thing is that the 7 to 15 years old Tifl should know that 7 to10 years old child has become obligated to pray thus you should make a habit of praying. Kids should have made prayer routine. It is commandment of Allah that at the age of 10, parents should force their kids to pray, thus if your parents insist you to pray at this age you should not get upset with them because at this age one can develop the habit of praying. You will find that majority of those people who offer their daily paper regularly are those who started to offer them wishfully at young age. These people grow up in good environment thus when they are adults they keep on living in the good environment. Just as I have said that many of the kids grow up in good environment, when they are little they come to the mosque and participate in Aftal-ul-Ahmadiyya programs regularly. But some of them as they reach 14 or 15 years of age they think they are free.  I know majority of them who get in the habit of praying continue to pray regularly. And those who do not pay attention to their prayer at childhood do not pray as they grow up. Prayer is obligatory on Muslims, and it is strong advised for men to offer their prayers in the mosque. Thus kids older then 10 to 12 years should try to go to the mosque on daily bases with their parents.

 Another very important thing is reciting the Holy Quran. Many of the kids have done their Ameen at the age of 6,7,8,9 and some even at 5 years of age. Afterwards their parents stop paying attention to their kids reading the Holy Quran. So I will remind parents and kids to recite the Holy Quran daily. Especially 9 and 10 years old kids who have finished the Holy Quran should make a habit of reading the Holy Quran daily, even if they have to read as small half a section. Only when you start reading the Holy Quran daily you will start to focus on learning the meanings of the Holy Quran. When you understand the meanings of the Holy Quran you will realize your responsibilities as an Ahmadi kid. Thus you will be able to fully perform your duties towards faith, society, God, country, elders, and your fellow beings. That’s why it is very important to recite the Holy Quran. Especially 13 to 14 years old kids should recite the Holy Quran with translation. Only If you adopt these qualities now you can grow up to be those human beings who will have the capacities to perform those activities that will prove to be  successful for community, as Allah the Almighty has promised the Ahmadiyya community.  Always remember these things and thus focus toward offering daily prayers, good behavior, reciting the Holy Quran, studies, respecting elders, and living with your fellow beings with harmony and love.

