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AA  MMoonntthhllyy  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ffoorr  NNeeww  CCoonnvveerrttss  

I have been asked to state why I believe in Islam. When I put the question to myself, the 
reply I received was, for the same reason for which I believe in anything else, that is to say, 
because it is the truth. A more detailed reply would be that in my view the central doctrine 
of all religions is the existence of God and man's relationship with Him, so that the religion 
that can succeed in establishing a true relationship between God and man must be true, and 
the truth of a faith is surely a sufficient reason for believing in it.  
Islam claims that the Creator of this universe is a living God and that He reveals Himself to 
His creatures in this age in the same manner in which He used to reveal Himself in the ages 
past. This claim can be tested in two ways. God may either manifest His signs direct for a 
seeker after Him, or the seeker may come to believe in God by studying the life of a person 
to whom God has revealed Himself. As by the Grace of God, I happen to be one of those 
people to whom God has on many occasion and in a supernatural way revealed Himself. I 
stand in need of no further reason for believing in truth of Islam than that I have 
experienced the truth in my own person. 
For the benefit of people who have had no similar experience, however, I proceed to relate 
the grounds which, in addition to my personal experience, have been the cause of my 
believing in Islam. 
 
F I R S T  O F  A L L ,  I believe in Islam for the reason that it does not compel me to accept all those 
matters the sum total of which is called Religion merely on authority, but furnishes 
convincing arguments in support of its doctrines. The existence of God and the nature of His 
attributes, angels, prayer and its effects, Divine decrees and their sphere, worship and its 
need, Divine Law and its benefits, revelation and its importance, resurrection and the life 
after death, heaven and hell -- with regard to every one of these, Islam has given detailed 
explanations and has established their truth with strong arguments to the satisfaction of the 
human mind. 
Islam, therefore, furnishes me not only with faith, but also with the certainty of knowledge 
which satisfies my intellect and compels it to admit the need of religion. 
 
SE C O N D L Y,  I believe in Islam as it does not base itself upon the experience of people who  
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There is no compulsion 
in religion. Surely, the 
right way has become 
distinct from error; so 
whosoever refuses to 
be led by those who 

transgress, and believes 
in Allah, has surely 
grasped a strong 

handle which knows 
no breaking. And Allah 

is All-Hearing. All-
Knowing. 

 
(Chapter 2: Verse 257) 

The Holy Prophet 
(peace be on him) said: 

 
1. The quality of 

compassion is not 
denied to anyone 
except the 
unfortunate. 

2. He who forgives 
though he has the 
power to exact 
retribution will be 
forgiven by Allah 
on the Day of 
Distress. 



 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My dear brothers, 
Assalaamo Alaikum 
[peace be upon you] 

 
Islam teaches the Unity 
of God and the love 
for all people. It is a 
most beautiful religion 
and its cornerstone 
is prayer. It condemns 
violence and racism in 
any form. The 
Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community is 
a spiritual movement 
which is calling man 
back to God and the 
original teachings of 
Islam. Our motto is 
"Love for All, Hatred 
for None." I hope you 
will find this newsletter 
a source of knowledge 
and wisdom.  
 
Wasalam [peace], 

 
Bilal Rana 
Director of Propagation of 
Islam 
Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community Youth Division 

Welcome 
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      From the National      
           Tabligh Secretary,  

     MKA USA 

have passed away, but invites everybody to a personal experience of that which it teaches 
and guarantees. It claims that every truth can, in some manner or the other, be put to the 
test in this world, and it thus satisfies my reason. 
 
TH I R D L Y,  I believe in Islam as it teaches that there can be no conflict between the word of 
God and the work of God, and thus resolves the supposed conflict between science and 
religion. It does not ask me to ignore the laws of nature and to believe in things which are 
contrary to them. On the contrary, it exhorts me to study the laws of nature and derive 
benefit from them. It teaches me that, as revelation comes from God and He also is the 
Creator of the universe, there can be no conflict between that which He does and that 
which He says. It invites me, therefore, in order to understand His revelation, to study His 
work, and in order to realize the significance of His work, to study His word, and thus 
satisfies my intellectual yearning." 
 
FO U R TH L Y,  I believe in Islam as it does not seek to crush my natural desires but guides 
them along right channels. It does not, by altogether crushing my desires, reduce me to a 
stone; nor does it, by leaving them uncontrolled and unrestrained, reduce me to an animal, 
but, like an expert irrigation engineer who harnesses uncontrolled waters and makes them 
run into irrigation channels, thereby bringing prosperity to waste areas, it converts my 
natural desires by proper control and guidance into high moral qualities." 
It does not say to me: God has given you a loving heart but forbids you to select a life 
companion, or that He has endowed you with the sense of taste and the capacity to 
appreciate good food, but has forbidden you to eat such food. On the contrary, it teaches me 
to love in a pure and proper way which would ensure through my progeny the 
perpetuation of all my good resolves. It permits me to use good food, but within proper 
limits, lest I should eat my fill and my neighbor should go hungry. By thus converting my 
natural desires into high moral qualities, it satisfies my humanity. 
 
F I F T H L Y,  I believe in Islam for the reason that it has dealt fairly and lovingly not only with 
me but with the whole world. It teaches me not to discharge my duties towards myself but 
insists upon my dealing fairly with every other person and thing, and has furnished me with 
proper guidance for this purpose. 
For Instance, It draws attention to the rights of parents and the duties which children owe to 
their parents. It admonishes the children to behave obediently and tenderly toward their 
parents, and has made the latter heirs to that which the former may leave. On the other 
hand, it enjoins love and affection upon the parents for their children and imposes upon 
them the duty of bringing up their children well, training them in good qualities and 
looking after their health, and has also made them heirs to their parents. 
Similarly, it enjoins the best relationship between husband and wife and requires each to 
have due consideration for the need and desires of the other and that they should behave 
affectionately towards each other. This was put beautifully by the Holy Founder of Islam 
when he said: 

" A person who mistreats his wife during the day and loves her at night, acts in complete 
contradiction to the beauty of human nature." 

He also said: 
" The best of you are those who treat their wives best." 

Again he said:  
"A Woman is fragile, like glass, and men should, therefore, treat a woman with delicacy and 

tenderness, as they would handle an article made of glass." 
Islam has laid special stress upon the education and training of girls. The Holy Prophet has 
said:  

"A person who brings his daughter up well and gives her a good training and education, 
thereby earns paradise." 

Islam has made daughters the heirs of their parents along with the sons.  
Again, it has laid down fair rules for the guidance of the rulers and the ruled. It says to the 
rulers that the authority vested in them is not their private property but is a trust and that they 
should discharge the obligations of that trust to the utmost, like upright and honest people, and 
should carry on government in consultation with the people. It says to the ruled, the power to 
choose your rulers has been bestowed upon you as a gift from God and you should, therefore, 

 
Starting from the 
upcoming issue of 
Garden of Peace, 

there will be a 
dedicated column for 
the brothers in any 

correctional facility to 
write their own 

experiences on how 
they got into the fold 
of Islam. The section is 

also open to poems 
and articles related to 

Islam. Please mail 
your writing to the 

mailing address at the 
bottom of Page 4. 

This is your 
newsletter, so please 
use it. Jazakallah for 

your submission. 
Garden of Peace Team 
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be careful to invest only such persons with governing authority as fully deserve it, and after 
vesting this authority in them, you should give them your fullest cooperation and should not 
rebel against them, for if you do so, you are merely seeking to demolish that which your 
own hands have built.  
It has also regulated the rights and duties of the employer and employed. It says to the on his  
employer: You must render to the workman his full due even before his perspiration is dry 
on his body and should not look down upon those who work for you, for they are your 
brothers whose care has been entrusted to you by God and who are the true supporters of 
your prosperity. You should, therefore, not be so foolish to seek destroy that which 
constitutes you own support and the basis of your power. It says to the workman: When you 
are engaged to execute a piece of work for somebody, you should discharge your obligation 
honestly and with due care and diligence.  
It says to those who have been endowed with abundance of physical health and strength 
that they should not behave oppressively towards the weak, nor treat contemptuously those 
who suffer from some physical defect of blemish; for these ought to excite one's pity rather 
than one's contempt.  
It says to the wealthy: You have been charged with the duty of looking after the poor and 
you must set aside one fortieth of your substance every year so that it may be employed in 
the relief of poverty and distress and for the advancement of those who lack the means of 
advancement. It teaches them not to enhance the disabilities of the poor by lending money 
to them on interest but to help them with free gifts and free loans, pointing out that wealth 
is not given to a man that he may spend his life in luxury and riotous living, but that he 
should use it for the advancement the whole humanity and should thus deserve the best 
reward here and hereafter.  
On the other hand, it also teaches to the poor not to look with envy and longing upon that 
which has been given to other people, as these feelings gradually darken the mind disable a 
person from developing such good qualities as he himself been endowed with it, therefore, 
exhorts the poor to devote their attention towards developing such talents as God has 
bestowed upon them, so that they should progress along beneficent lines. It directs 
governments to afford facilities for the poorer sections of the community for such 
advancement and not to permit all wealth and power to be concentrated in a few hands.  
It reminds those whose ancestors had attained dignity and honor as the result of noble 
efforts that it is their duty to maintain that dignity and that honor with their own noble 
efforts, and it warns them against looking down upon others who have not been blessed in 
the same way, as God has made all mankind equal. It reminds them that God, who has 
bestowed these honors upon them, can bestow greater honors upon others, and that if they 
misuse the position to which they have been called and transgress against those who have 
not been similarly endowed, they will be laying the foundations of future transgressions 
against themselves by those who are now transgressed against. They should, therefore, take 
no pride in proclaiming their own greatness, but should take pride in helping others to 
become great, for true greatness belongs only to him who tries to raise his fallen brother to 
greatness.  
Islam teaches that no nation should transgress against another nation, nor should one state 
transgress against another, but that nations and states should cooperate with each other for 
the purpose of advancing the interests of the whole humanity. It forbids some nations and 
states and individuals from uniting with each other in order to conspire against other 
nations and states or individuals. On the other hand, it teaches that nations and states and 
individuals should covenant with each other to restrain each other from aggression and to 
cooperate with each other in advancing those that are backward.  
In short, I find that Islam provides conditions of peace and comfort for me and for all those 
who may wish to tread path prescribed by it, whoever they may be, whatever they may be 
and wherever they may be, in whatever position I place myself, I find that Islam is equally 
useful and beneficial for me and mine, for my neighbors, for people whom I do not know 
and have not even heard of, for men and for women, for the aged and for the young, for the 
employer and the employed, for the rich and for the poor, for great nations and for small, 
for internationalists and for the nationalists, and that it establishes a sure and certain 
relationship between me and my Maker.  
I believe in it and how indeed could I give it up and accept something else in its place. 
 
The above is an extract from the writing of Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmad—the second successor to the Promised 
Messiah and Mahdi, founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community . 
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Belief in One God, the 
Creator and the Master 
of the Universe. He is 
the God of all the people 
on the earth: past, 
present and future. 

Belief in Angels of Allah. 
Angels are a form of 
spiritual beings created 
by Allah to perform 
various assigned duties. 

Belief in the Books of 
Allah. These are: Suhuf 
(Scrolls), Turat (Torah), 
Zaboor (Psalms), Injeel 
(Gospel) and Quran. 

Belief in the Prophet 
Mohammad (pbuh) and 
all the prophets in the 
world who came before 
him. 

Belief in the Last Day – 
the Day of Resurrection 

Belief in the Decree of 
Allah which means 
believing that both the 
law of nature and the law 
of religion have been 
devised by Allah. 
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  The initiate shall solemnly promise: 

I. That he/she shall abstain from Shirk (association of any partner with God) 
right up to the day of his/her death. 
II. That he/she shall keep away from falsehood, fornication, adultery, 
trespasses of the eye, debauchery, dissipation, cruelty, dishonesty, mischief 
and rebellion; and will not permit himself/herself to be carried away by 
passions, however strong they might be. 
III. That he/she shall regularly offer the five daily prayers in accordance with 
the commandments of God and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him); and shall try his/her best to be regular in offering the 
Tahajud (pre-dawn supererogatory prayers) and invoking Darood (blessings) 
on the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him); that he/she 
shall make it his/her daily routine to ask forgiveness for his/her sins, to 
remember the bounties of God and to praise and glorify Him. 
IV. That under the impulse of any passions, he/she shall cause no harm 
whatsoever to the creatures of Allah in general, and Muslims in particular, 
neither by his/her tongue nor by his/her hands nor by any other means. 
V. That he/she shall remain faithful to God in all circumstances of life, in 
sorrow and happiness, adversity and prosperity, in felicity and trial; and shall 
in all conditions remain resigned to the decree of Allah and keep 
himself/herself ready to face all kinds of indignities and sufferings in His way 
and shall never turn away from it at the onslaught of any misfortune; on the  
 

contrary, he/she shall march forward. 
VI. That he/she shall refrain from following un-islamic customs and lustful 
inclinations, and shall completely submit himself/herself to the authority 
of the Holy Quran; and shall make the Word of God and the Sayings of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) the guiding 
principle in every walk of his/her life. 
VII. That he/she shall entirely give up pride and vanity and shall pass all 
his/her life in humbleness, cheerfulness, forbearance and meekness. 
VIII. That he/she shall hold faith, the honor of faith, and the cause of 
Islam dearer to him/her than his/her life, wealth, honor, children and all 
other dear ones. 
IX. That he/she shall keep himself/herself occupied in the service of 
God's creatures for His sake only; and shall endeavor to benefit mankind 
to the best of his/her God-given abilities and powers. 
X. That he/she shall enter into a bond of brotherhood with this humble 
servant of God, pledging obedience to me in everything good, for the 
sake of Allah, and remain faithful to it till the day of his/her death; that 
he/she shall exert such a high devotion in the observance of this bond as 
is not to be found in any other worldly relationship and connections 
demanding devoted dutifulness. 
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Does the word “Allah” refers only to the God of Muslims? 
Many non-Muslims think that the word “Allah” is used to represent the God of Muslims 
which leads into the popular thought that this God is different from the God of Christians 
or Jews. The fact is that the word “Allah” is the proper noun for God and is not a 
derivative of any other infinitive. In the Arabic Language, the word "ilah" means god, 
deity, and Supreme Being. The word "al " means "the" (the definite article). "Al-ilah ", 
therefore means "the god" and the word "Allah", is the combined form of "Al-ilah ", and 
simply means "The God". This will lead to the conclusion that the word "Allah" is the  
 

yyyooouuu   aaassskkk,,,   wwweee   aaannnssswwweeerrr   

proper name of "The God" in the Arabic language and is not another word for another God. Islam teaches of One and only 
One God. This assures the use of “The God” instead of “God” in order to eliminate the idea of multiple gods. The Holy 
Quran says, “Say He is Allah, the One! Allah, the Independent and Besought of all. He begets not, nor is He begotten, and 
there is none like unto Him.” Chapter 112, Verses 2-5. Allah, The God that we are speaking of is The God of Adam & Eve, 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Jacob and the Tribes, Joseph, Moses, David and Solomon, John, Jesus, and Muhammad. In addition, 
the word "Allah” does not belong exclusively to Muslims but it has always been used before (and after) Islam by the Arabic-
speaking Jews and Christians when they speak about God and it is even used in the Arabic Bible referring to God. So, talking 
to English speaking people about God using the word "Allah" is very much the same like speaking to Arabic speaking people 
about "Allah" using the word God. Moreover, the Holy Quran defines the attributes Allah which characterizes His personality. 
One of the ninety-nine attributes of Allah is “Al-Ahad” which means “The One”. The 99 attributes are also known as   
“al-Asmaul Husna” or "the Most Excellent Names".                                                                                              Ahmad Antar 
 Please submit your question to joinislam@gmail.com or mail it to Garden of Peace, 11205 Hambright Rd, Huntersville, NC 28078. All questions will be answered.
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